
Curriculum 
 
Here at Greenmount Primary School we have introduced a creative curriculum based 
around the  Cornerstones Curriculum, a nationally recognised approach for delivering 
outstanding learning opportunities for children. 
 
What is the Cornerstones Curriculum? 
The Cornerstones Curriculum is a creative and thematic approach to learning that is mapped 
to the 2014 Primary National Curriculum to ensure comprehensive coverage of national 
expectations. Our new curriculum will be delivered through Imaginative Learning Projects 
(ILPs) which will provide a rich menu of exciting and motivating learning activities that make 
creative links between all aspects of our children’s learning. We have designed 
our curriculum by choosing ILPs that meet our students needs and abilities.  
 
We believe children learn better when they are encouraged to use their imagination and 
apply their learning to engaging contexts. Our curriculum will provide lots of learning 
challenges throughout the academic year that will require children to solve problems, apply 
themselves creatively and express their knowledge and understanding effectively across the 
curriculum. 
 
 How it Works? 
The Four Cornerstones of Learning provide the structure on which to build your curriculum. 
We call these Engage, Develop, Innovate, and Express. Engage – hook children in with a 
memorable experience. 
 

• Develop – allow children time to gather the skills and knowledge they need to develop a 
deep understanding. 

• Innovate – offer creative experiences that allow children to apply their skills, knowledge 
and understanding. 

• Express – provide the space and time for reflecting, evaluating, and celebrating learning. 
 

To find out more about these stages please click on the link through to Cornerstones 
website to find out more: 
https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/ 

Trips and Visits 

 We also like to enhance our curriculum offer with exciting opportunities for our pupils both 
in school and out of school time.  We do this by inviting visitors and experts into school to 
share knowledge and skills.  For example, we offer Bikability in Year 6, we have Into 
University involved with all children in KS2.  This provides inspiration and advice regarding 
careers and aspirations.  This link with Leeds University is always very popular and the 
graduation ceremony is very prevalent with parents and staff.  We have great links with our 
local Mosque and other places of worship.  We take pupils on local visits to broaden their 
knowledge and understanding of the world.  Last year they went to Ponderosa Animal Farm, 
Roundhay Park, Whitby, Blackpool, Skelton Grange, Armley Mills, Temple Newsam, Leeds 
City Museum and many other places. 

https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/products/cornerstones-curriculum-england/
https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/cornerstones-curriculum-topics/
https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/cornerstones-curriculum-topics/
https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/


Resident Bushcraft Expert-John Boswarth 

This year we have commissioned John Boswarth to work in school one day a week.  He 
teaches children some amazing bushcraft and survival techniques that include den building 
and fire lighting to make food.  They really enjoy working with him and learn so much. He 
also leads an after-school club for us. The children love being outdoors and gain a greater 
understanding of the environment. They are able to develop their physical strength and 
coordination through demanding fine and gross motor skills activities. Children will often 
have to cooperate with one another to succeed and as a consequence develop their team 
building and social skills. Often children just love being outside and have the opportunity to 
interact in an exciting, natural environment. We don’t have a lot of outdoor space but we 
don’t use this as an excuse, we make the most of it. We gave camping a try in July and Year 
5 and 6 children spent a night on the school field in their own tents they had made.  They 
cooked food on a fire and enjoyed sharing stories, jokes and songs round the campfire.  We 
even managed to get some sleep as well.  We have more of this planned in the months 
ahead. 

Residentials 

Residential trips from Greenmount are a very important part of the school’s experiences. 
Residential trips offer a variety of opportunities for the children – from art, dance, music 
and drama courses to outward bound courses and environmental courses. This variety of 
opportunities ensures that there is something available to all. 

These courses give many children the opportunity to take part in activities they may 
otherwise never have the chance to participate in. It gives a wider range of experiences to 
those who flourish in creative and active environments, or who struggle to fulfil their full 
potential within the classroom. 

All the residential trips help to develop team building skills as the children will collaborate 
with one another to complete projects or tackle problems. The children also develop their 
independence hugely. Having to take care of their own belongings, make beds, help set 
tables and have responsibilities teaches them a lot. 

For many, these settings are the first time they have stayed away from family or close 
friends and although often daunting to start with they soon relish the freedom to learn 
more about themselves, and their teachers! 

Year 6 are going to Dearne Valley this year and Year 5 are going to Lineham Farm.     

Guest speakers/Visitors/Special Weeks 

Computing-We have termly Drone workshops to teach us great computing skills and Sue 
works with every class so they can develop their coding skills with up to date equipment and 
resources.  



History-Tempis Fugit visits with historical re-enactments such as The Ancient Greeks or the 
Victorians and brings History to life. 

Science-we hatch living eggs and watch the chicks grow, Lion Learners visit with snakes, 
lizards and other exotic reptiles, the Science Dome. 

D and T- We had a bake off to share our wonderful cooking skills and the winners visited the 
Cooking Place in Morley and an expert Chef taught them how to make cupcakes.   

Art-we celebrated Dali Day and learnt a lot about this inspirational artist. 

Music- We have a specialist music teacher, Mr Mercer, works two days a week in school.  He 
teaches every class and they develop their musical ability.  All children play the recorder 
from Y2 onwards.  After school he teaches a Ukulele club and we also have a choir.  They 
join in with the Leeds Music Festival and perform in Leeds Town Hall with children across 
the city. 

Sports-We invite Paralympians into school and they inspire us to be healthy and keep fit.  In 
Key Stage 2 we have launched the Daily Mile and go out of school at lunchtime to increase 
our fitness levels. 

Now Press Play 

We have invested in this equipment and our children love it. 

What is now>press>play? 

now>press>play is an immersive audio resource that engages primary school children in the 
curriculum through emotion, imagination and movement. 

In a now>press>play Experience every child is given a pair of wireless headphones. 
Immersed in sound, they become the main character in a story, meeting people, discovering 
places and solving problems on an educational adventure they’ll never forget. 

now>press>play can be used as a whole class activity or with smaller groups for intervention 
work. It is a fun and inclusive way to engage children in the curriculum. 
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