
 

Nursery Spring 2  

Enquiry Question: I wonder how things grow and change? 

Development Matters 
Objectives: 

Core Knowledge & key questions Local links and people 

To plant seeds and care for 
growing plants.  
To understand the key features of 
the life cycle of a plant and an 
animal.  
To show care and concern for 
living things and the 
environment.  
To talk about what they see using 
a wide vocabulary.  

 

What is a plant? 

• To name some features of a plant ie leaves, stem, flower. 

• To sort objects by plant/not plant. 
What is an animal? 

• To name some features of a chick/caterpillar ie head, body. 

• To sort pictures by animal/not animal. 
What do plants/animals need to grow? 

• To know that a plant/flower needs soils and water to grow. 

• To know that an animal needs food, water and care to grow. 
How do plants/animals change and grow? 

• To know that a plant/flower starts as a seed. 

• To know that a chick/caterpillar starts as an egg. 

• To know that a plant/flower/animal will grow and then die. 

• To observe and comment on changes I see. 

• To talk about the ‘before’ and ‘now’. 

• To describe how some living things grow. 
  

Looking at plant and animal life 
around the school grounds and 
the local park. 

Linked texts 

Prior and Future 
Learning 

‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ 

Eric Carle 

‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ 

Traditional tale 

Discussion/drawing task given prior 

to starting the topic. Encouragement 

to talk about the plants and animals 

they may have at home or in their 

garden. YR – to know the life cycle of 

a butterfly and a frog. To know that 

there are different vegetables grow in 

England and Kenya. 

EYFS Strand KEY Vocabulary Outdoors 

Past and Present 

People, Culture and Communities 

The Natural World 

Plant/flower/animal/seeds/soil/egg/chick/caterpillar/butterfly/change/grow  Plants and animals in the school 
grounds. Planting in the 
Greenmount garden. 



Reception Spring 2  

Enquiry Question: I wonder how things grow and change? 

Development Matters 
Objectives: 

Core Knowledge & key questions Local links and 
people 

To understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the natural world around 
them.  
To explore the natural world around 
them.  
To describe what they see, hear and feel 
whilst outside.  
To recognise some similarities and 
differences between life in this country 
and life in other countries.  

 

What is Beeston like in Spring? 

• To know that Spring is one of four seasons. 

• To observe the signs of Spring around school and the local area. 

• To know that blossom forms on some trees. 

• To know that the weather becomes warmer and sunnier. 
How do plants change? 

• To know that a plant/flower starts as a seed, grows, flowers and dies. 
How do animals change? 

• To know the stages of the life cycles of a butterfly and frog. 
How do these changes take place? 

• To talk about the observations I make. 

• To know that a plant/flower will need soil, sun and water to grow. 

• To know that an animal will need food, water and care to grow. 
Do the same plants grow in England and Kenya? 

• To know that some vegetables need warm weather to grow. 

• To know that we cannot grow all vegetables in England. 

• To name some vegetables people may grow and eat in Kenya that we 
cannot grow here. 

Local walk in the park to look 
for signs of Spring. Talking to 
our link school in Kenya. And 
parents from Africa. 

Linked texts 

Prior and Future Learning The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Eric Carle  
 
Oliver’s Vegetables Vivian 
French, Alison Bartlett 
 

Nursery – pupils will know the difference 

between a plant and an animal. They will 

know what animals and plants need to grow 

and the changes that occur as they grow.  

Links to Science Seasonal change – across 

Y1.  

Y1 - Hot and cold climates 

Y2 – Continents. Comparing UK and Kenya 

(London and Nairobi, Leeds and Chiakariga) 

EYFS Strand KEY Vocabulary Outdoors 

Past and Present 

People, Culture and Communities 

The Natural World 

Spring/blossom/seed/leaf/stem/flower/growth/change/frogspawn/tadpole/froglet/frog/life 
cycle/egg/caterpillar/cocoon/butterfly/Kenya/country  

Plants and animals in the 
school grounds. Spring 
walk in the park. 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


